Official Minutes of August 20, 2020 Council Meeting
Approved by City Council at the September 17, 2020 Council Meeting

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Rozier with Councilman Harley giving the Invocation. Councilmember's Griffin, Grizzard, Harley, Otakie, Mayor Rozier, City Administrator Akridge, Assistant City Clerk Danielle Bucher were present. Councilman Kerby joined the meeting via phone conference. Councilwoman Key was absent. 

Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to approve the draft copy of the minutes of the July 16, 2020 City Council Meeting. Councilman Grizzard seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.  

Councilman Otakie made a motion to approve the agenda of the August 20, 2020 meeting with the addition to item #11 Consider a recommendation of the Recreation Department for the rental of the Taylor Park pavilion for the amount of $50.00, item #12 Consider the adoption of the Chatham County Mask Ordinance, and item#13 Executive Session for Attorney/ Client Privilege litigation. Councilman Harley seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 7:05 PM on the Proposed Rezoning Application from RA-1 to Planned Industrial Development/Text Amendment submitted by Foram Group at Pine Barren Road/Bloomingdale Road and I-16 consisting of 605 acres for Industrial Warehousing. Councilman Grizzard seconded and it was carried. 
Mayor Rozier made an opening statement followed by the Foram Groups representative Robert McCorkle whom introduced the project. The purpose of the rezoning proposal is to allow for the development of an industrial park that would house multiple buildings in upwards of  3.6 million square feet to be done in phases. Mr. McCorkle mentioned that they would build a quality product and have been working with the City for several months to see this come to fruition. 
Engineer Michael Roach from Thomas & Hutton spoke to the minimum of a 50 foot vegetative buffer  around the perimeter of the property. With the increase of truck traffic on Pine Barren Road they are proposing two 12ft travel lanes with 1 ft shoulders and a turning lane at Taylor Park. 
Chad Zittrouer of Kern & Company has worked diligently on the water and sewer engineering for this project. They have addressed the letter of concern from Mr. Reads to improve the Storm water and the cleaning of a beaver damn on his property.
Property owner Travis Stringer approached Council and stated that they will not be stepping away from this development but both he and his grandmother think this project will be an added benefit through growth to the City of Bloomingdale.
Susan Anderson of 1726 Pine Barren Road stated she was a resident near this project for the last twenty years. Ms. Anderson asked where this project was going to be and what was the timeline of the phases would be. 
Willeen Stone of 804 Bloomingdale Road spoke on behalf of her Uncle Harold Desnoyers stating he is the owner of the property located at the corner of Bloomingdale Road and Pine Barren Road (914 Bloomingdale Road). Ms. Stone voiced Mr. Desnoyers concerns on the widening of the road and its effect on the property lines. Ms. Stone expressed her concerns about the increase in truck traffic and the speeding of these trucks and safety of others.
Donald Wilson of  656 John Carter Road noted he was outside of the City limits of Bloomingdale. Mr. Wilson wanted to share his experience of large SEDA Development and was assured a similar promise about buffering that did not come to pass and asked who would be enforcing the agreement? Mayor Rozier noted that we could not do anything about his situation with SEDA because it did not have anything to do with the City of Bloomingdale; however, concerning the Foram Group property the City could withhold building permits if the buffer requirements were not met.
City Administrator, Charles Akridge answered that the City would make sure it was enforced and added that the 50 foot buffer exceeds the Cities standards and believes that the only visible thing would be the driveway. 
Mr. McCorkle responded to Ms. Stone that there will not be any additional right of way necessary for the work on Pine Barren Road there is currently an 80ft right of way.  There will be not be any claiming of  anyone's property. He also noted that it is an undisturbed buffer and a natural buffer that is already established.
 Willeen Stone asked how much truck traffic can be estimated that this development would generate? 
Michael Roach from Thomas & Hutton estimated that at full build out around 180 trucks a day but they would operate at off peak traffic and multiple routes to use to exit the property. There are light and noise pollution ordinances that will need to be followed. 
Amanda Wilson of 656 John Carter commented that even though she is outside of the City limits that her concern was drainage. She is currently underwater because of the SEDA project that is near her home and is afraid that this proposed project will eventually add to her current flooding by the overtaxing of the Harden and Little Ogeechee Canal. 
Councilman Harley asked Mr. Roach from Thomas & Hutton to respond to Mrs. Wilson's question and concern. 
Mr. Roach noted that he was not the representative for the SEDA projected; however, that SEDA is looking into options to elevate those flooding problems and he was confident that this proposed project would not have those drainage issues. 
Councilman Harley inquired about a turn lane for the Gateway Church also located on Pine Barren Road that produces a lot of traffic? Mr. Roach answered that there were no plans to put a turning lane at the church at this time due to the timing of the Church's traffic in regards to the projects truck traffic being off peak hours.  
   Without any further comments or concerns Councilman Grizzard made a motion to close the Public Hearing and Councilman Kerby seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.

There being no further business, Councilman Otakie made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:34 PM.  Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.


ADMINISTRATIVE & COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilwoman Griffin reported on Tuesday night the Men's Softball Tournament finished out at Taylor Park and that the Co-Ed League will finish tonight. There are currently over 180 children are signed up today for football, cheerleader, and soccer practice. The games are scheduled to begin in late September. 

Councilman Harley recognized the Bloomingdale Police Department for their re-certification as State Certified from the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police. State Certification is a progressive and time-proven way of helping law enforcement agencies calculate and improve their overall performances. The foundation of certification lies in the promulgation of standards containing a clear statement of professional objectives. The benefits of State Certification include: Confirmation that agency practices are consistent with progressive professional standards, Greater public confidence in the agency, Greater governmental and community support. The State Certification Program of the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police has identified 129 standards that are felt to be essential to the efficient and effective operation of law enforcement agencies. The standards provide a detailed blueprint for professional enforcement. Out of over 600 law enforcement agencies in Georgia, only 138 are State Certified. The Bloomingdale Police Department has been one of those agencies since 2005.
Chief Jeffcoat acknowledged Yvonne Whitefield and Catherine Plaster for their efforts in securing the recertification. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Consider a Proposed Rezoning Application from RA-1 to Planned Industrial Development/Text Amendment submitted by Foram Group Development at Pine Barren Road/Bloomingdale Road and I-16 consisting of 605 acres. The Mayor asked Council if they had any further questions for Mr. McCorkle. Councilwoman Griffin inquired about the stated usage in the Text Amendment Agreement. Mr. McCorkle answered that they were repeating the exact same listed usages in the existing ordinances of Bloomingdale. Mr. McCorkle added that the intent was not to add any additional usage to the Text Amendment that are not currently in the Cities Ordinances. Councilman Otakie made a motion to table until the next meeting for further review. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and without opposition it was tabled.
2. Consider a Proposed Text Amendment RA-1 to Planned Industrial Development/Text Amendment submitted by Foram Group Development at Pine Barren Road/Bloomingdale Road and I-16 consisting of 605 acres. Councilman Otakie made a motion to table until the next meeting for further review. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and without opposition it was tabled.
3. Consider a Recombination Plat application submitted by Martin Collins on Adams Road. 
 City Administrator noted that the Planning Commission recently reviewed and recommended approval stating that Mr. Collins is cleaning up his family's lot. Councilman Grizzard made a motion to approve the recombination plat application submitted by Martin Collins on Adams Road. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.
4. Consider a Recombination Plat application submitted by Michael Hussey for The Meadows.
City Administrator noted that the Planning Commission reviewed this application submitted by Michael Hussey on August 10th this would be combining six parcels into three parcels and a future right of way. Michael Hussey approached Council and Attorney Dickey asked him to restate his plan. Councilman Grizzard made a motion to approve the recombination plat application submitted by Michael Hussey for The Meadows. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and without opposition it was passed.
5.Consider an application submitted by Jake Patrick for an Accessory Structure at 1320 West Highway 80 (Over 500 Square Feet/1800 Square Feet) Jake Patrick of 1320 W Hwy 80, approached Council to explain that he currently has a 30 x 60 structure and wants to add  a lean-to to the back. Councilman Grizzard made a motion approve the application submitted by Jake Patrick for an Accessory Structure at 1320 West Highway 80 (Over 500 Square Feet/1800 Square Feet). Councilman Harley seconded the motion and it was carried. Thomas Greene, cousin and owner of adjacent property located at 1336 W Hwy 80, Bloomingdale approached Council in objection to what the accessory structure would be used for a paint booth business. 
6. Consider the purchase of a Software Upgrade from Delta Municipal Supply Company in the amount of $5,950 for Meter Reading purposes. (CIP/SPLOST)
The Mayor stated that representatives from Delta Municipal Supply Company presented their product and how it would benefit the City in the Pre-Agenda meeting. City Administrator noted that this was a necessity and the funds would come from CIP/SPLOST.   Councilman Otakie made a motion to approve the purchase of a Software Upgrade from Delta Municipal Supply Company in the amount of $5,950 for Meter Reading purposes. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.
7.Consider appointment to CORE MPO Metropolitan Planning Commission Advisory Board – Mayor Ben Rozier. Mayor Rozier acknowledged that Chatham County Metropolitan Planning Commission Advisory Board has a Committee that Bill Grainger previously served and the Mayor would like to reinstate him as the representative for the City of Bloomingdale. Councilman Harley made a motion to appointment Bill Grainger to CORE MPO Metropolitan Planning Commission Advisory Board. Councilman Otakie seconded the motion and it passed without opposition. City Administrator followed up that the City would write a letter to the Metropolitan Planning Commission that the Mayor would sign stating our intention.   
8.Consider selection of streets for resurfacing with LMIG Grant funds. (LMIG Grant/Roadway Improvements) City Administrator recognized that we will receive a LMIG Grant for $48,130.78 for roadway improvements with a 30% required match of $14,439.24 totaling $62,570.02. The City has $44,151.48 in the Roadway Improvements account. The options for consideration are Boulevard and Pine for estimated $99,290, Boulevard and Adams for $82,130, Adams and Conaway for $90,240, or Boulevard, Conaway, and Moore for an estimated $91,070. Councilman Grizzard made a motion to approve the resurfacing of Boulevard, West Moore, and Conaway. City Administrator clarified that the motion on the table was for Boulevard from Pine to Cherry, Conaway from Hwy 80 to Michael St. and West Moore from Cherry to Hickory. Councilwoman Griffin seconded the motion. Councilman Otakie proposed the resurfacing of Adams and Conaway. Councilman Grizzard, Harley, and Councilwoman Griffin voted yes to the original motion of Boulevard, West Moore, and Conaway and Councilmen Otakie and Kerby opposed the motion. With a vote of 3 to 2 the motion passed.
9.Consider a Resolution to authorize the execution of the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) Terms and Conditions Agreement. City Administrator highly recommended this resolution to secure the Cares Act Relief Funding. Councilman Harley made a motion to adopt the resolution to authorize the execution of the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) Terms and Conditions Agreement Councilman Grizzard seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.
10.Consider an application submitted by Adam Stevens for an Accessory Structure at 11 Douglas Court. (Over 500 Square Feet/750 Square Feet) Adams Stevens approached Council to request approval for this new 750 square foot storage shed to house his lawn care equipment. Councilman Grizzard made a motion to accept the application submitted by Adam Stevens for an accessory structure at 11 Douglas Court. (Over 500 Square Feet/750 Square Feet) Councilman Harley seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.
11. Consider a Recommendation from the Recreation Department for the rental of the Pavilion at Taylor Park for $50 all day rental price. Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to table until next month's Council Meeting in order to clear up pricing for consideration. City Administrator added that Recreation Director would further research what other cities in our area charge for an equivalent rental pavilion. Councilman Grizzard seconded the motion and without opposition it was tabled.
12. Consider Adopting the Revise Mask Ordinance of Chatham County. Councilman Harley made a motion to adopt the Chatham County Mask Ordinance since the City of Bloomingdale is the only City in Chatham County that is not currently participating in this Mask Ordinance. Councilman Harley feels it would be best to show partnership between other municipalities in this matter. Councilman Otakie seconded the motion. Councilmen Grizzard, Kerby, Harley, and Otakie voted to approve the motion and Councilwomen Griffin opposed the motion. With a vote of 4 to 1 the motion passed.
13. Executive Session for Litigation for Attorney Client Privilege. Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to enter into Executive session at 8:18 PM. Councilman Harley seconded and it passed without opposition.
Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to end  the Executive session for Litigation for Attorney Client Privilege. Councilman Harley seconded and it passed without opposition.

Councilwoman Griffin made a motion to enter into Regular session. Councilman Harley seconded and it passed without opposition.

Mayor Rozier reported that this concluded the items presented for consideration for inclusion on the Council agenda prior to the deadline of Wednesday, August 12, 2020.

The Accounts Payables were presented with Councilman Griffin making a motion to pay the bills.  Councilman Harley seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.

There being no further business, Councilman Harley made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Grizzard seconded the motion and it passed without opposition.

						Respectfully submitted,



						Charles D. Akridge


   
	      
Note:  Section § 50-14-1 of the Official Code of the State of Georgia Annotated requires that the minutes shall, as a minimum, include a description of each motion or other proposal made, and a record of all votes.  These minutes meet the minimum requirements.  However, in an attempt to provide as much information as possible to the citizens, the recording clerk has included additional background data and discussion on the subjects presented to council.  The statements of individuals are not verbatim and may be summary in nature. 

